Zoom in on Europe and again you see that it is far more than just the Netherlands which are low lying once you enlarge places to show how many people live at low altitudes, not how much land. Many Scandinavian cities, much of England, The Po River Valley in Italy (with Venice just north of its estuary), parts of Paris along the River Seine, and many highly populated coastal areas of Spain all have low-draining land. Zoom in again on the United Kingdom ( figure 3) . The UK would be a very differently shaped set of islands if there were dramatic sealevel rise over the course of the global warming of the centuries to come. That projection of the most extreme long-term possible change is even more dramatic when seen draped over the population distribution rather than the normal image. Again, new ways of visualizing help new kinds of thinking. So much of the sunk infrastructure is so near the water, including every bridge built to span a river mouth and every tunnel driven under each estuary. We discover upon looking at the images above that as a species we have invested most in the land most likely to flood when and if the sea rises.
Let us end with London and add another lower contour band, one at 25 m above sea level. London is the richest city in the world. This global elevation model is crude at an urban level, but the implications are clear. London already has a barrier built on the Thames to try to prevent high tides from the North Sea sweeping up the river. In the winter of 2013/14 it received unprecedented floodwaters coming down from the Thames as standing rain pored on the higher ground of the upstream river catchments for days. How many Londoners live on low-lying land? (see figure 4) . The highest land in London is found along its southernmost edge. From there you get good views of the city, but much better views when the images are constructed digitally using data rather than trying to capture the working of the city through the grainy analogue images that a camera might capture through the smog. At one time we took hot air balloons a few dozen metres up to try to see our human landscape better. Today we are doing much the same again, trying to find better vantage points to gain a better view. The papers in this theme issue do this in many different ways and point towards a future of ever more imaginative, unusual, and inspiring new images.
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